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TO:  MHSAA Member Schools 
 
FROM:  Mark Uyl, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  July 1, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: MHSAA Update – July 1 
 
 

We hope that you and your family continue to be safe and healthy.  Allow us to provide the following 
update. 
 

First of all, there have been no changes or updates to the Summer Guidance #2 document from June 9.  
These continue to be the regulations for all summer activity for member schools and their staff members.  All of 
us must continue to follow both the letter and spirit of this guidance document in doing the right things NOW to 
create the fall, winter and spring sports opportunities we want.  
 

Governor Whitmer released the “Return to School Roadmap” on June 30.  The Roadmap entrusted the 
MHSAA with the task of creating the plans, procedures and protocols for the return of educational athletics for 
all schools.  We appreciate the confidence and responsibility that has been given to the association, and we are 
already deeply engaged in doing our part to bring back athletics safely. 
 

From the Roadmap plan, it is clear that in-person learning and extra-curricular activities are in a much 
safer place with many more positive options when our entire state is in Phases 5/6 of Governor Whitmer’s plan.  
To repeat, we must continue to do the right things NOW in all parts of our state to reach and remain in Phases 
5/6 for August and beyond. 
 

The MHSAA has been working on concepts for the safe return of school sports since March.  These 
concepts will now become the plan as directed by the Roadmap.  These three points have guided our planning 
the past several weeks, and will continue to be our focus in the days ahead.  
 

1. The MHSAA’s current plan is to play all scheduled fall sports in the fall.   
 

2. We will do everything within our control to safely have all three high school sports seasons in 2020-21, 
even if conditions change that would require creativity to provide those three seasons.   We owe it to 
our kids to plan this way, especially during these uncertain days of the pandemic. 

 
3. Contingency planning has been ongoing since March, and this continues with the release of the Return 

to School Road Map on June 30.  These contingencies reflect our plan to play fall sports as scheduled 
and to provide three seasons during the school year while also being prepared to operate creatively 
should that be necessary.  One possible contingency for consideration could be a swap of fall and spring 
sports as there are concerns with indoor sports (volleyball and girls swimming & diving) being able to be 
conducted in the fall along with differing views on football.   

Mark Uyl, Executive Director 



 
Over the coming days, the MHSAA will be meeting virtually with the leadership of our fall sport coaches 

associations and MIAAA representatives on a sport-by-sport basis to provide updates, exchange ideas and 
receive feedback and input from these leaders.  This membership-driven feedback and input will be an 
important part of our planning and decision making. 
 

Circumstances, data and decisions made at the professional and collegiate ranks with their set fall 
schedules, along with high school associations in other states, will be valuable and instructive over the next few 
weeks in finalizing MHSAA plans for the fall.  We understand that schools need lead time to plan, and final 
decisions will be made by late July. It is a challenging balance in waiting as long as possible to have the most 
current, accurate picture and data points of the probable August situation while also giving everyone involved 
lead time to adequately prepare and plan.   
 

The only certainty we have had since March is the need to flexible and nimble in light of the public health 
situation and its ever-changing impact on schools.  We will continue to communicate with all involved over the 
next few weeks as fall details are finalized for our member schools, students, coaches, officials and school 
communities.   
 

 


